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2nd Quarter Report – major legal issues for 2017/18 

Surry Hills Library and Community Centre – City of Sydney v Probuild Constructions 
(Aust) Pty Limited and Freyssinet Australia Pty Limited 

In 2014 the City commenced proceedings in the Supreme Court of New South Wales against 
Probuild (the contractor) and Freyssinet (the supplier of the glass/façade) in relation to issues 
regarding faults in the glass façade of the Surry Hills Library. Freyssinet subsequently joined 
Aurecon (the designer of the glass façade) to the proceedings. The matter went through 
extensive negotiation and mediation processes over a number of years. Late last year 
agreement was reached to settle the dispute the settlement money has been received by the 
City. The court proceedings are now in the process of being discontinued. Further 
investigations have been undertaken to ascertain the full extent of any further delamination of 
the glass façade and to ensure there are no safety risks. These investigations are nearly 
complete.  

Karimbla Properties (various companies) v Council of the City of Sydney, Bayside 
Council and North Sydney Council – Rates categorisation appeals  

Meriton filed appeals in relation to the appropriate categorisation for rates purposes for a total 
of 7 sites within the City’s LGA. Similar appeals were also filed against Bayside Council and 
North Sydney Council. On 26 June 2017 Justice Sheahan delivered judgment in favour of 
Meriton. There have not yet been final orders made in this matter as there was a further 
hearing on the issue of costs and any payment of interest on 16 October 2017 and judgment 
is reserved in relation to those issues. Once final orders are made, the City intends to file an 
appeal to the Court of Appeal. The City has approached LGNSW for financial assistance in 
any future appeal under a scheme whereby member councils contribute to the legal fees for 
matters involving issues of general importance to all councils and this has been endorsed by 
LGNSW. Meriton has subsequently filed new appeals in relation to 3 further properties. Those 
matters are currently adjourned pending the hearing of any appeal to the Court of Appeal. 

Council of the City of Sydney v Roads and Maritime Services – Sydney Park and 67A 
Bourke Road (Westconnex Compulsory Acquisition proceedings) 

The City has commenced proceedings in the Land and Environment Court disputing the 
amount of compensation offered by RMS in relation to the compulsory acquisition of parts of 
Sydney Park and the City’s land adjacent to the Alexandria Canal. A further set of proceedings, 
relating to the acquisition of additional areas in Sydney Park, was commenced by the City in 
Q2. 

The hearing in relation to the Bourke Road Land will be in late June 2018. The hearing in 
relation to both Sydney Park matters will commence in August 2018 and proceed into 
September. The City’s claims in these matters now amount to many millions of dollars and 
the matters will take significant legal resources (internal and external) for the remainder of 
this financial year and into 2018/19. 



2nd Quarter Report – Grants and Sponsorship for 2017/18 

GRANTS AND SPONSORSHIP  S11829.005 

Corporate Sponsorship Policy 

The Policy states: 

The total value of sponsorships for each event will be reported within the Quarterly 
Financial reports to Council. Individual sponsorship amounts will not be reported for 
commercial-in-confidence reasons unless the sponsors agree.  

Grants and Sponsorships Policy 

In a report adopted by Council on 15 September 2014, it was stated the following 
programs would be reported to Council as part of the quarterly financial reports:  

o Quick Response Grants Program

o Venue Hire Support Grants and
Sponsorship

o Street Banner Sponsorship

The remaining Grants and Sponsorships Programs require Council approval in advance. 

This Report  

The summary figures for outgoing grants and sponsorships programs in the 2nd quarter 
of the 2017/18 financial year are: 

Grants Approved 

Quick Response Grants $3,500 

Year to Date Total $5,500 

The approved total is the amount of cash approved (not paid) in Q2 and the year to date 
totals which includes grants approved in previous quarter/s. 

Revenue Foregone Approved Q2 Year to Date 

Street Banner Sponsorship $13,500 $62,450 

Venue Support  

(Landmark & Community venues) 
$67,270 $153,306 

Totals $80,770 $215,756 

The attached report outlines: 

o the grants and sponsorships approved by the City in Q2 of financial year 2017/18 for
the Quick Response Grants Program, Street Banner Sponsorship and Venue Hire
Support Grants and Sponsorship.
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1. Grants Information 

Table 1.1 – Q2 Quick Response Grants Summary 

Quarter 
Approved 

No of Applicants  Value Approved 

Q2 4 $3,500 

Total year to date 5 $5,500 

 

The following grants have been approved in the quarter, but not necessarily paid. 

Table 1.1.1 – Q2 Quick Response Grants in detail 

Applicant Project Value

Ms Leanne Swaysland 
World International Tennis 
Federation World Teams 
Championships 

$500

Ms Vlada Vasiliev 
Australian Figure Skating National 
Championship 

$500

National Congress of Australia’s 
First Peoples 

Treaty and 30th Anniversary 
March 

$2,000

Sebastian Wooldridge 
Accelerate Basketball training 
camp 

$500

 Total $3,500

 
Table 1.2 – Q2 Street Banner Sponsorship Summary  

Quarter 
Approved 

No of Applicants Revenue Foregone

Q2 1 $13,500

Total year to date 8 $62,450

 

 

Table 1.2.1 – Q2 Street Banner Sponsorship in detail 

Organisation Project Revenue Foregone

Museum of Applied Arts and 
Sciences 

Sydney Design Festival $13,500

 Total $13,500
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Table 1.3 – Q2 Venue Support Grants and Sponsorship Summary – Landmark Venues 

Quarter 
Approved 

No of Applicants Revenue Foregone

Q2 7 $47,776

Total year to date 14 $79,762
 
 

Table 1.3.1 – Q2 Landmark Venue Program in detail  

Organisation Event Venue Revenue 
Foregone

Australia Oriental Media 
Buddhist Charity 
Association 

Australia Oriental Media 
Buddhist Charity 
Association Public 
Speaking Event 

Sydney Town Hall $4,055

Bankstown Poetry Slam 
(auspiced by Bankstown 
Youth Development 
Service) 

Bankstown Poetry Grand 
Slam 

Sydney Town Hall $3,955

Paddington Public 
School 

Presentation Day 2017 
Paddington Town 
Hall 

$1,773

Sydney Philharmonia 
Limited 

Haydn The Creation Sydney Town Hall $9,243

Sydney University 
Graduate Choir 

Sydney Sings Concert 
Series 

Sydney Town Hall $12,987

Sydney Youth Orchestra 

Disability Access 
Discovery Concert and 
SYO Dvorak Cello 
Concerto 

Sydney Town Hall $9,218

World Economic Forum, 
Young Global Leaders 
(auspiced by Australian 
Marriage Equality) 

Young Global Leader 
Diversity and Inclusion 
Forum  

Barnet Long Room, 
Customs House 

$6,545

  Total $47,776

 

Table 1.4 – Q2 Venue Support Grants and Sponsorship Summary – Community Venues 

Quarter No of Organisations Revenue Foregone

Q2 7 $19,494 

Total year to Date 36 $73,544

 
 



2nd Quarter Report – Grants and Sponsorship for 2017/18 

GRANTS AND SPONSORSHIP   S118296.004 

Table 1.4.1 – Q2 Community Venue Program in detail 

Organisation Event Venue Revenue 
Foregone

Anglican Family 
Support 

123 Magic & 
Emotion Coaching 
Parenting Program 

Ultimo Community Centre $282

Counterpoint 
Community Services 

Mandarin Cultural 
Group - weekly 
rehearsal 

Green Square Community Hall $6,486

Crystal Meth 
Anonymous NSW 

CMA NSW Unity 
Day 2018 

Glebe Town Hall $299

Redfern Legal Centre 
Ltd 

Volunteer training, 
RLC staff meetings 

Redfern Town Hall $1,138

Sydney Chinese 
Classical Poetry 
Association 

Series of seminars  Joseph Sergeant Centre  $6,708

Sydney University of 
the Third Age (U3A) 
Incorporated 

Drawing class 
Japanese Classes 
Ukulele Classes 
Pathway to the Gods

Glebe Town Hall Benledi 
House x 2 St Helen's 
Community Centre 

$4,014

Word Travels Story-Fest 
Abraham Mott Community 
Space 

$567

  Total $19,494
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